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For distribution at Access Grid Retreat, January, 2001

Bdow isafirg draft of the manifesto for the proposed Access Grid Documentation
Project (AGDP). It is perhaps best understood after viewing
http:/Avww.linuxdoc.org/, which serves as the model for the AGDP. Itisaso
recommended to view Jennifer Teig von Hoffman's dides from the AG Technicd
Retreat, Corrdling the Kitty Herd (available at http://scv.bu.edu/~jtvh/talks/agdp.ppt).

1. Overview

The Access Grid Documentation Project (AGDP) is working on developing free,
high-quality documentation for the Access Grid (AG). We hope to establish a set of
documentation that will be easy to use and search. Thisincludes HOWTO documents,
aswell aslonger manuds.

The AGDP owes a greet debt of gratitude to the Linux Documentation Project (LDP),
on whose mode the AGDP has been created, and on whose manifesto our own
manifesto is based. [Editor’ s note: We may want to put a copyright/license on this
document, in which case we' d credit the LDP in amore formal way as well.]

The AGDP s god isto create the canonicd set of AG documentation. This
documentation can be viewed online, downloaded, included on CD didtributions, and
printed in books. If you are interested in publishing any of the AGDP works, see the
section “Publishing AGDP Documents’ below.

The AGDP is essentidly aloose team of volunteers with minimal centra
organization. Anyone who would like to help iswelcome to join in this effort. We
fed that working together informally and discussing projects on our mailing ligsis
the best way to go. When we disagree on things, we try to reason with each other
until we reach an informed consensus.

2. Current projects and getting involved

If you would like to write amanua or HOWTO document, please see our list of
available and in-devel opment documents to see if one dready exists on that topic. If
S0, you may contact the developer or maintainer and offer to help. If thereis no such
document listed, you may want to write one; please see the AGDP Author’s Guide for
more details.

[Editor'snote: A ligt of exising AG documentation of which we're currently awareis
included in the “Welcome to the Community” document on the AG dphareease CD-
ROM; we invite the authors of these documents to submit them to the AGDP. A
samilar lig will be made avallable on the AG and AGDP web Sites]



Other tasks include checking the documents for clarity and errors, improving our
website, and assigting in the day-to-day management of the AGDP. If you are
interested in any project other than devel oping documentation, please contact the
current AGDP coordinator, [Person X]. [Editor’s Note: Until we've sorted out how to
handle day-to-day management, you can contact Jennifer Telg von Hoffman,
jtvh@bu.edu.]

3. Documentation conventions

[Information goes here about file format(s) required for initia submissons, aswell as
revisons)]

4. Licenserequirements

Anyone may copy or distribute (sell or give avay) AGDP documents (or other AGDP
works) in any media and/or format. No fees are required to be paid to the authors. It is
not required that the documents be modifiable, but it is encouraged.

Authors may write their own license terms that satisfy these conditions, or usea
previoudy prepared license. The AGDP has a bailerplate license that authors may use
if they wish. Some authors use the GPL, while others write their own. Thereisa
project underway to create aspecid GPL just for documents, and this may turn out to
be agood choice.

The copyright for each document should be in the name of the principa authors. “The
Access Grid Documentation Project” isn't aforma entity and thus can’'t be used asa
copyright owner.

5. Boilerplatelicense

Here is a sample copyright notice and "boailerplate” license you may want to use for
your work:

Copyright (c) 2000 by John Doe (change to your nane)

Pl ease freely copy and distribute (sell or give away)
this docunent in any format. It's requested that
corrections and/ or comments be forwarded to the docunent
mai nt ai ner. You may create a derivative work and
distribute it provided that you:

1. Send your derivative work (in the nost suitable
format) to the AGDP (Access Grid Docunentation
Project) or the like for posting on the Internet. If
not the AGDP, then |let the AGDP know where it is
avai |l abl e.



2. License the derivative work with this sane |icense
or use GPL. Include a copyright notice and at | east a
pointer to the license used.

3.G ve due credit to previous authors and nmgj or
contri butors.

I f you're considering making a derived work other than a
translation, it's requested that you di scuss your plans
with the current maintainer.

6. Publishing AGDP Projects
If you're a publishing company interested in digtributing any of the AGDP
documents, read on.

By the license requirements given previoudy, anyoneis alowed to publish and
distribute verbatim copies of the Access Grid Documentation Project documents. Y ou
don't need our explicit permission for this. However, if you would like to digtribute a
trandation or derivative work based on any of the AGDP documents, you may need
to obtain permission from the author, in writing, before doing so, if the license

requires that.

Y ou may, of course, sl the AGDP documents for profit. We encourage you to do so.
Keep in mind, however, that because the AGDP documents are fredly distributable,
anyone may make copies and distribute them. Thus the parts of a book which may be
fredy copied should be separated (and identified) in such amanner asto facilitate
copying them without infringing on the copyright of other materid.

We do not require you to pay roydties from any profit earned by sdlling AGDP
documents. However, we would like to suggest that if you do sl AGDP documents
for profit, that you ether offer the author roydties, or donate a portion of your
earnings to the author, the AGDP as awhole, or to the Access Grid development
community. Y ou may aso wish to send one or more free copies of the AGDP
documents that you are distributing to the authors. Y our show of support for the
AGDP and the Access Grid community will be very much gppreciated.

Wewould like to be informed of any plansto publish or distribute AGDP documents,
just S0 we know how they're becoming available. If you are publishing or planning to
publish any AGDP documents, please send mail to <personx@accessgrid.org>. It's
nice to know who's doing what.

We encourage people digtributing software intended for use over the Access Grid to
digtribute AGDP documents on CDs or websites dong with their software. The
AGDP documents are intended to be used as “officid” Access Grid documentation,
and we are glad to see digtributors bundling the AGDP documents with the software.



