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Abstract

For the most part, the Access Grid has been used to support collaborative work-related events by and for groups of technical personnel.  We believe that the AG has the potential to go far beyond this original vision, into the realm of supporting and encouraging informal interpersonal relationships.  Indeed, we believe that current usage of the AG as a science/technology facilitator should, and will, give way to a broader paradigm of everyday social interactions, just as the Internet evolved from a pure science domain into unanticipated social applications.  But little has been done to foster the development of social uses of the AG.  Through “The Beer Symposium” we attempted to create an atmosphere of fun and entertainment, in order to begin to explore the potentials of AG technology for developing social relationships and building community.

We will lead a discussion session to explore the potential for using the AG for FUN activities.  Exploration of this area has longer-term ramifications in how the AG can be used in everyday social interactions. Using the "First Annual Access Grid Symposium On Beerology" as a backdrop, we will provide a brief description of the event held on 15 February 2002, and engage in discussions on the event’s strong and weak points in terms of satisfying initial goals of “having fun” on the AG.  We will additionally explore the AG community’s interest and ideas in this area.
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